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And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.   – Jesus (Matthew 28:20) 

 
It is such a simple statement, but also one of the most comforting we can have. Jesus promises us that 
he is with us always, today, tomorrow, and forever. With all that is going on in our world, from 
pandemic to political and social divisiveness to uncertainty at home and abroad, Jesus’ presence with 
us is very noticeable—for which we praise the Father in heaven! Reflecting back to last November, 
join with me in praise and thanksgiving to God: 

 

• We welcomed Deb Buck to our ministry staff as Communications Coordinator!  To be 
honest friends, my mouth drops in awe at how God has blessed us with Deb and the incredible 
timing in doing it. I can’t imagine what it would have been like navigating CoVid 19 and all 
the communications without her. From the website, to social media, to email news, she has 
truly made a difference in the life of our congregation. But perhaps the greatest impact has 
been the livestreaming of worship services, which has been a true labor of love and family 
mission, with Steve and Tyler joining Deb in bringing to us a truly professional and creative 
worship experience. This ministry has reached across borders near and far and brought the 
Gospel into people’s homes that otherwise could not have or would not have been able to hear 
the story of Jesus. Praise God! 

• Speaking of our worship livestream, we praise God for all who have made Sunday morning 
these past couple of months to be a little more normal, brought a little of our church home 
into our homes, and have helped strengthen the community of Christ. We especially thank 
Him for all of our musicians and singers, for elders, for laborers behind the scenes (altar guild, 
MLC staff), for Amber’s children’s messages, and more.  Praise God! 

• Speaking of Amber, in August it will be a year since she has been on our MLC ministry 
team. The transition from April to Amber has been a credit to both of these great servants, and 
we have been blessed. Even if you don’t have children, go online and watch the incredibly 
fine work she is doing to love and minister to children and encourage and disciple parents. I 
know she has been a huge blessing to our families with younger children. Praise God! 

• We have been blessed with an amazing team to help us navigate the pandemic. Led by Ron 
Holten, and with great counsel from Dr. J.B. Stephenson, a team of many leaders has done a 
stellar job in leading us through the continually shifting landscape of the coronavirus and the 
appropriate responses. Praise God! 

• A special thanksgiving to God for our whole MLC ministry staff who have creatively adapted 
mission and ministry plans to best serve God, His people, and His mission. Please join me in 
thanksgiving for Nathan Engman, Amber, Deb, Jody Cook, Amy Daniel, and Kathy Cowan. 
Praise God! 

• And finally, a HUGE praise God for the work of our call committee led by James Bretting and 
especially the working of God’s Spirit that has brought Pastor Ben Spaulding back to 
Katy! Pastor Ben’s ordination and installation as our associate pastor/deployed missionary 
will be Sunday afternoon, July 26 at Memorial. Praise God! 

• Well, one more HUGE praise God is for the leadership of James Bretting as our head elder 
these last four years. Memorial has had many joys, but also many challenges during his 
service. Through it all James has been steady and faithful, a godly man with whom I have 
been privileged to serve. Praise God! 

 
 
 
 



Moving beyond these reflections and looking ahead to the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead, 
please join with me in asking for God’s strength, direction, wisdom, and courage as we: 
 

• Continue to transition to fully reopening our facilities for all of our disciples. 
• Build upon some of the new blessings we have realized during this season of trial, especially 

furthering a stronger sense of community, continuing our outreach through media and 
technology, and enhancing our care for our neighbor. 

• Make decisions regarding worship, Bible studies, and other ministries and activities as we 
evaluate lessons learned and potential new norms from these last few months and apply 
them to future ministry efforts.  

• Begin our new adventure with Pastor Ben in reaching the unchurched in the Katy 
community. 

 

Come Holy Spirit, and pour out your power and presence on your people! 
 
Most of all, please know how much I love you and how blessed I am to be your pastor! 
 
Joyful in His Service, 
 
     Pastor John  


