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DEVOTED! 
Called to Be Community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“Devoted to the apostles’ teaching” 
 

 

OPENING SONG “Thy Strong Word”                                         LSB 578 vs. 1, 3-5

      

 

INVOCATION  

 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  

 
P: The mission statement for Memorial Lutheran Church is… “Extending the Community of Christ 

Wherever We Go!”  As a congregation we have boldly gone forward in working to extend this 

community locally and globally . But as we reflect on this last half year, we have also come to 

recognize just how precious, how irreplaceable, is the very community itself.  We miss the 

contact, the conversation, the encouragement, the laughter, even the shared tears.  Simply, we 

miss each other.  

 

The Community of Christ that we are is a priceless gift from God to us.  As such, it requires our 

praise and thanks to God first and foremost, but it also calls us to care for and nurture this 

community . It calls for devotion.  

 

And that devotion is wonderfully described in Acts 2 in the first picture we get of the early 

beginnings of the Church.  They were devoted to many things, which we will focus on for the next 

six weeks.  But the very first thing they were devoted to, was the apostles’ teaching.   And since 

we are gathered to hear that teaching, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ as the community of Christ, let us first consider the 

times we have not devoted ourselves to this teaching, not just individually, but corporately, 

together in community.  Let us confess before God and one another that we have sinned and that 

we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people, let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying:  

C: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.   



CONFESSION OF SINS   

  

Please take a moment for silent confession 

 

P:  Almighty God,  

C: have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen.  

 

 

FORGIVENESS OF SINS                                

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 
SONG  “Christ the Eternal Word”      LSB 829 vs. 1-2, 4

         

 

NEW TESTAMEMT READING Acts 2:22-41 

 
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works 

and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know — 23 this Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of lawless men.  24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for 

him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, “‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 

rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope.  27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your 

Holy One see corruption.  28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of 

gladness with your presence.’  29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David 

that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  30 Being therefore a prophet, and 

knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 
31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor 

did his flesh see corruption.  32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.  33 Being 

therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy 

Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.  34 For David did not ascend 

into the heavens, but he himself says, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35until I make 

your enemies your footstool.”’  36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made 

him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  37 Now when they heard this they were cut 

to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  38 And Peter 

said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 For the promise is for you and for your 

children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”  40 And with 

many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 

crooked generation.”  41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 

about three thousand souls. 

 

E:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING   Acts 2:42-47 

 
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers.  43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through 

the apostles.  44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  45 And they were 

selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  46 And day 

by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 

glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to 

their number day by day those who were being saved. 

  

E:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 

  C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL READING   Luke 24:44-49  

     
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that 

the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses 

of these things.  49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you.  But stay in the city 

until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 

hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

OFFERING SONG   “King of Kings” 

 

 

MESSAGE    “Devoted! To the Apostles’ Teaching”     Pastor John Davis 

        

 

Please stand 

 

 

PRAYERS 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.                                                        

                                                                                                                                      (Matthew 6: 9 – 13) 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

P: “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that 

we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 

C: Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one 

bread.”                                                                                                       (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

P: The Lord’s Supper is a way in which believers in Jesus Christ proclaim the Lord’s death and 

resurrection until He comes, and we look forward to the day when we will join in the feast that has 

no end.  Today, that proclamation is one that resounds here and in your homes and brings the 

blessings of Holy Communion to you wherever you are.  Let us proclaim what we are about to 

receive, speaking together the words with which our Savior instituted this sacred meal.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  

  ALL:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,  and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

       ALL: In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  

P:      The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:      Amen. 

  

Please be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION  “Ancient Words” 

    “Speak O, Lord”   

        

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BLESSING OF THE CHIDREN 

  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord look upon you with favor T and give you peace.                                (Numbers 6:24-26) 

C:      Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING SONG  “We Are Called to Stand Together”          LSB 828  (sung to LSB 924) 

 


